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From the Shelf of OHS Library 

Social Justice 
Month of November  

Long Way Down By Jason Reynolds, Dear Martin By Nic 
Stone, Piecing Me Together By Renee Watson, The Hate 
U Give By Angie Thomas and The Poet X  By Elizabeth 
Agevedo 

 

Long Way Down: 

An ode to Put the Damn Guns Down, this is National Book Award finalist and New York Times 

bestseller Jason Reynolds’s fiercely stunning novel that takes place in sixty potent seconds—

the time it takes a kid to decide whether or not he’s going to murder the guy who killed his 

brother. 

A cannon. A strap. 

A piece. A biscuit. 

A burner. A heater. 

A chopper. A gat. 
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A hammer 

A tool 

for RULE 

Or, you can call it a gun. That’s what fifteen-year-old Will has shoved in the back waistband of 

his jeans. See, his brother Shawn was just murdered. And Will knows the rules. No crying. No 

snitching. Revenge. That’s where Will’s now heading, with that gun shoved in the back 

waistband of his jeans, the gun that was his brother’s gun. He gets on the elevator, seventh 

floor, stoked. He knows who he’s after. Or does he? As the elevator stops on the sixth floor, on 

comes Buck. Buck, Will finds out, is who gave Shawn the gun before Will took the gun. Buck 

tells Will to check that the gun is even loaded. And that’s when Will sees that one bullet is 

missing. And the only one who could have fired Shawn’s gun was Shawn. Huh. Will didn’t know 

that Shawn had ever actually USED his gun. Bigger huh. BUCK IS DEAD. But Buck’s in the 

elevator? Just as Will’s trying to think this through, the door to the next floor opens. A teenage 

girl gets on, waves away the smoke from Dead Buck’s cigarette. Will doesn’t know her, but she 

knew him. Knew. When they were eight. And stray bullets had cut through the playground, and 

Will had tried to cover her, but she was hit anyway, and so what she wants to know, on that fifth 

floor elevator stop, is, what if Will, Will with the gun shoved in the back waistband of his jeans, 

MISSES. 

And so it goes, the whole long way down, as the elevator stops on each floor, and at each stop 

someone connected to his brother gets on to give Will a piece to a bigger story than the one he 

thinks he knows. A story that might never know an END…if WILL gets off that elevator. 

Told in short, fierce staccato narrative verse, Long Way Down is a fast and furious, dazzlingly 

brilliant look at teenage gun violence, as could only be told by Jason Reynolds. 

 

Dear Martin: 

Justyce McAllister is a good kid, an honor student, and always there to help a friend—but none 

of that matters to the police officer who just put him in handcuffs. Despite leaving his rough 

neighborhood behind, he can't escape the scorn of his former peers or the ridicule of his new 

classmates. 

Justyce looks to the teachings of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. for answers. But do they hold up 

anymore? He starts a journal to Dr. King to find out. 

Then comes the day Justyce goes driving with his best friend, Manny, windows rolled down, 

music turned up—way up, sparking the fury of a white off-duty cop beside them. Words fly. 
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Shots are fired. Justyce and Manny are caught in the crosshairs. In the media fallout, it's 

Justyce who is under attack. 

 

Piecing Me Together: 

Acclaimed author Renee Watson offers a powerful story about a girl striving for success in a 

world that too often seems like it's trying to break her. 

Jade believes she must get out of her poor neighborhood if she's ever going to succeed. Her 

mother tells her to take advantage of every opportunity that comes her way. And Jade has: 

every day she rides the bus away from her friends and to the private school where she feels like 

an outsider, but where she has plenty of opportunities. But some opportunities she doesn't 

really welcome, like an invitation to join Women to Women, a mentorship program for "at-risk" 

girls. Just because her mentor is black and graduated from the same high school doesn't mean 

she understands where Jade is coming from. She's tired of being singled out as someone who 

needs help, someone people want to fix. Jade wants to speak, to create, to express her joys 

and sorrows, her pain and her hope. Maybe there are some things she could show other women 

about understanding the world and finding ways to be real, to make a difference. 

 

The Hate U Give: (Mississippi Author)  

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she 

lives and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance between these 

worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at 

the hands of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed. 

Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a 

drug dealer and a gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil’s name. Some cops 

and the local drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What everyone wants to know is: 

what really went down that night? And the only person alive who can answer that is Starr. 

But what Starr does—or does not—say could upend her community. It could also endanger her 

life. 
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 (Movie Currently out now!) 

The Poet X: 

Xiomara Batista feels unheard and unable to hide in her Harlem neighborhood. Ever since her 

body grew into curves, she has learned to let her fists and her fierceness do the talking. 

But Xiomara has plenty she wants to say, and she pours all her frustration and passion onto the 

pages of a leather notebook, reciting the words to herself like prayers—especially after she 

catches feelings for a boy in her bio class named Aman, who her family can never know about. 

With Mami’s determination to force her daughter to obey the laws of the church, Xiomara 

understands that her thoughts are best kept to herself. So when she is invited to join her 

school’s slam poetry club, she doesn’t know how she could ever attend without her mami finding 

out. But she still can’t stop thinking about performing her poems. 

Because in the face of a world that may not want to hear her, Xiomara refuses to be silent. 
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